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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the development and change in power structure of
local communities in the eastern region of Thailand by using the historical-structural
approach. The study finds that the power structure of local communities in the East
changed from self-governing community structure in the past to the patronage power
structure as the major structure at present. Also, a new power structure in the form of
elitist power has emerged. This pattern of power structural change has occurred under
the larger context than at the regional level, especially the formation of capitalist
ideology in the early Rattanakosin period, the expansion of production-for-sale economy
after the signing of the Bowring treaty, the formation of modern regional government
during the period of government reform, and the formation of elitist power structure in
each province in the East as a result of the electoral system after the event of October
14, 1973. This power structure of the East has caused changes in the power structure of
local-level communities through intervention of the bureaucratic mechanisms, capitalist
expansion, and expansion of political mechanisms in the electoral system. That is, the
state mechanisms, capitalism, and the electoral system have, substituted, suppressed
and changed the village institution, leading to change in the power structure of local

communities.
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